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There is no plan(et) B!

When the Swedish government invites for a conference 40 years after the UN Environmental Conference in Stockholm, it is unfortunately an exercise in greenwash and cynicism. The good slogans from Stockholm '72 and Rio '92, to jointly build a just, sustainable world, has been replaced by the hope that large corporations will assume their voluntary responsibilities and that Sweden will make money on emissions trading and exports.

During the environmental conference in Stockholm in 1972 Olof Palme came out to the newly awakened environmental movement and acceded to the demands of global solidarity and an end to U.S. poison spread in Vietnam. At the Rio conference in 1992 Gro Harlem Bruntland contributed to the conventions on climate and biodiversity being designed with a special responsibility for the rich countries. Popular participation was supported in many ways. Autonomous social movements with a critical perspective were seen as an asset, and Local Agenda 21 work was following up the conference in all municipalities.

This is, unfortunately, in stark contrast to the game played behind the scenes for this summer's UN meeting in Rio de Janeiro. During the preparatory work rich countries and big business attempt to remove all references to solidarity and justice and instead emphasize a green capitalism where the environment increasingly becomes a commodity. The Swedish government embraces the new signals.

In Sweden, local Agenda 21 are no longer seen as important, and the Swedish and global social movements that protest against the green economy and to make nature into a commodity are swept aside. From having embraced participatory democracy, popular education, environment and solidarity, the government now has their focus on markets and companies' interests.

The network Global Justice Now (Global Rättvisa Nu) is demanding instead:

· popular influence over environmental policy and strengthened legal protection of the environment and human rights

· the environment and human rights are not commodities

· just and equitable transition at the local, national and international level

· climate and environmental justice and international solidarity

For more information on the common campaign There is no plan(et) B see:

www.globalrattvisa.nu

For more information on popular movements and the government's actions at the UN Conference on Environment in Stockholm in 1972 see: http://openfsm.net/projects/rio20/movement-initiatives-towards-rio-20

