ALTRlisATIV OTAL

ingreseg

stockholm as the best plenned city in the world, as the
snvironment capitel, was the image the Stockholm authorities
wznted to give the city during the UN Conference. By al ternative
sight se#ing-tomms and many other things, the urban action group
tl1ternstiv Stad showed the conference visitors that Stockholm

is close to the opposite,



Al ternativ S¢ad 1.

Ingrese on separate paper

Tae UN Conference being the gx biggest event in the
history of Stockholm was of course & great OppoOr-
tunity for the authorities to mske propaganda.

They arranged exhibitions on "Stockholm - ax =X
city to live in"j they wrote books on how beau~
tiful und well plenned Stockholm isy; they had

8ight seeing-tours to wedl selected areas. And

they cleaned the city center from people with social
problems bebore t: e conference, just to make asure
that mothing would blur the picture éf beautiful

bStockholm,

During the past few years the environment move=
ment in Sweden and Stockholm has grown to become
very strong. In Xay, just one month before the
conference sterted, 15.000 people marched in one
of the biggest demonstrations ever held in Stocke
holm. They protested against the bad plenning of
“tockholm, against the rapid growth of the city
and demanded that the concentration of people to

Stockholm be stopped.

For these people ahd for people who have worked
for many years in different groups trying to save
the en¥ironment of Stockholm, the conference also
meent a great opportunity, but for them the
opportunity was to revesl the picture of the
authorities, to show the real face of Stockholm,
and to tell of the etruggle that people are parti-
cipeting in. One of the groups that have worked

on this is Alternativ Stad (Alternative City).

The group organised a lot of activities during

the conference.

Have you been fooled?

"Have you been fooled during your stay in Stock-
holm? Fooled by the UN smoke-screen conceiving

of the real problems and ceusés of urbenivation.
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Fooled by the authorities of Stockholmesees Then
you muot take your chance to be informed

about the new view on urbanizetion problems ex-
pressed by more and more people in Sweden

ebout the shortcomings of the political system
to deal with the problems end to involve indi-
viduale in the planning process and in the de-
eisionmsking '

gbout the growing movement and the ideology that
seem to be the only solution to the probbemeaf
in big citiwa.”

That Alternativ Stad seid in a leaflet and the
information promised was gievn on a sight seeing-
tour that presented an alternative people’s

view of Stockholm.

Together with the PowWow group Alternativ Stad

had fixed s shit powered bus for the sight seeing-
towms. The bus was of the old type, nice and cozy
inside and it was driven by metane gas produced

out of chicken shit, In a city where the electricly
driven trolley buses and trems or street cers have
given way to gasoline driven buses and underground
or subway, the "shit Bus" was like a pearl as it

left no dangerous exhaust fumes.

The sight seeing tour started from the famous Elm
trees which the Stockholm inhabitants with their
bodies stopped from being cut almost two years
2g0. The Elms were saved not only because of their
own beauty, but as much because they had become

a 8yabol for all the green areas that are
threatened in Stockholm, Now the Elms also have
become a symbol for democracy, a& sign showing that

people are poerful when they unite,

The Bomb Crater

The toMf passed the city center which looks just
like a huge bomb crater. Almost every old building
nes been torn down to be replaced by the concrete

and glass moneters of this time. But large parts
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of it ie not yet rebuilt so there are huge wholes
Just like big wounds. And instead of the old houses
where people lived and where there were small shops
ans stores there are now banks, hotels, department

stores, banks, hotels, offices, banks...

Perheps the most powerful part of the tour was

the trip to the Jidxrva field, the green lung of
Stockholm, cutting in like an ossis from the north.
Thies quite large green ares where there still sre
faruers, iz slowly being exploited. Within the
next few yesrs there will be a new city of well
over 100 000 people at Jirva. And when the bus
stopped at one of the last farme, the guide could
point into bhe future of Jirva which alredﬁy has
been manifested in the nearby suburhs of Tensta

end hinkeby.

Future towns

The tour also went into those "future" towns,
where e.g. the socisl problems are enormous,
Mostly young families,with great economic problems
due to the high xuxe fanta, live there., The chil-
dren, who never gee true nature or any older
people, have nothing to do but break windows and
steal things in the shopping center. No tressa,
noth#ng small snough for & little child to iden-
tify with. And these suburbs have been built
becnuse people have hsed to move to Stockholm
because it has been most profitable for the big

companies to concentrate to the big cities.

After that sight seeing-tour not many still
believed that the authorities were right when
they told their story of beautiful, well plenned
Stockholm,
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The critique of the planning Alternstiv Stad
developed further together with other groups
participating in People”s Forum (see page ).
The sight eseeing-tour by bus and the ones by

bike and foot that the group also arranged gave

6 good illustration to the theoretiwal discussions
and questioning of Swedish style planning, the
solution the UN recommended to the problems of

urbanization,

Twice during the conference, flternativ S¢ad
arranged public meetings in Kungstridgdrden, the
park where the Elmsz stand. Music was played,

theater performed and speeches given. Ui Jun from
Japan participated together with come Indian friends
and Swedish acientists. They talked on the

problems thet they are facing ebd of the struggle
that Bhey ere leading and of the reactions of the
establishment +to this struggle.

Recycled hy=z bicycles to borrow, selling of alter-
nutive postcards and the groupés nagazine, exhi-
biting an electrjcly driven bus from not too long

8go, were eome other things that Al ternativ Stad
did,



